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OVERVIEW 
Embark on a round trip traversing the bustling and cutting-edge cities, scenic countryside’s, towering mountains, 
rolling hills and incredibly scenic rivers of Thailand and Laos. Characterised and recognised by friendly faces, 
sparkling temples and world-class cuisine, these two lands epitomize the best of South East Asia. 

In this jam-packed tour, you’ll experience a unique mix of characters and destinations, sights, sounds and tastes 
that make these two countries so special. From the sombre and deeply affecting Death Railway and Hellfire Pass, 
to the sublime and majestic mountains of Laos and the Mekong River. Visit the ancient Thai capital of Ayutthaya 
and the spectacular World Heritage-listed town of Luang Prabang. Whistle along as we cross the Bridge Over The 
River Kwai, take a steam train trip through Bangkok and meet local tribe people still living their traditional way of 
life. Top it all off with an Australian tour leader well versed in South East Asian travel, local guides along the way 
and the highest class of travel wherever possible! 

WHY TRAVEL WITH US

The joy of travelling is no longer confined to the destination—the mode 
of travel is a large part of the experience.  Railway Adventures offers a 
truly unique perspective on some of the world’s most spectacular holiday 
destinations, with the assurance that the journey is just as magical and 
unforgettable as what is discovered at the end of the line.
With us, you can confidently expect:
•	 Small group sizes — a maximum of 20 passengers per trip 

guarantees an intimate experience with less time spent queuing, more 
time with your guide, and better access to sightseeing destinations.

•	 Unique itineraries — each itinerary has been meticulously developed 
by a team with great cultural awareness and many years’ knowledge 
of each destination. You are guaranteed to experience the best that 
each destination has to offer.

•	 Authentic local experiences — whether it’s a little-known yet 
impressive steam railway, a small boutique hotel or an authentic 
restaurant, know that you will experience something special on our 
tours.

•	 Expert local guides and local operators — we employ local guides to 
share their passion and knowledge of the places they call home, while 
our partners on the ground offer us support and backup all the way.

•	 Customer satisfaction — our testimonials speak for themselves.  
Thousands have travelled with us over the years and many come back 
year after year, often bringing friends along! On our customer satisfaction 
ratings, over 97% would recommend us to others and/or travel with us 
again.   

•	 Fully escorted — our team of tour leaders is experienced and capable, 
entertaining and considerate, and together with our local guides, has 
your needs well covered. They will help with everything along the way, 
giving you the peace of mind to soak up your surroundings.  And 
you’ll find them jolly good company to boot!

MEET YOUR TOUR LEADER

Bob Daniel has been fascinated with trains and travel all his 
life. It started with his father, an engineer who helped build 
many of Australia’s famous trains during the 1950s and 60s, 
such as the Southern Aurora and The Sunlander. Bob went 
on to found the popular adventure tour company, Guidepost 
Tours, nearly 40 years ago – a company that now operates 
niche market tours to destinations across the world. And with 
his long involvement with heritage railway groups, there’s no 
better person to accompany you on any railway journey. (He’s 
even qualified in Rail Safety and Track Awareness.)

Regularly seen riding the rails throughout Southeast Asia (not 
to mention exotic locales across the World), Bob’s passion 
lies in discovering little known rail routes, their history, and 
how they affect the communities they support. Bob’s depth 
of knowledge and experience provides a real insight into the 
people and places you’ll be visiting. 

Bob Daniel

Mekong River

Special Steam Train, Thailand
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HIGHLIGHTS 

•	 Visit Hellfire Pass and WWII Death Railway memorials
•	 Ride over the Bridge Over The River Kwai
•	 Visit the ancient capital of Thailand, Ayutthaya
•	 Take in the spectacular scenery of the mountainous region of Laos
•	 Stay in th UNESCO World Heritage town of Luang Prabang
•	 Spend two days cruising the Mekong River
•	 Celebrate The King’s Birthday public holiday with a stream train journey in Bangkok

HOW YOU WILL TRAVEL

Being rail enthusiasts we know that the journey itself is often more important than the destination. Wherever possible, we have sourced 
interesting and nostalgic rail journeys and other memorable types of transport. Here is an example of what you will experience on this tour:

TOUR MAP

Death Railway, Kanchanaburi Regional train in Bangkok Station Boat on the Mekong River
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Day	6	•	Tues	27	Nov:	Vientiane
Although it’s the country’s capital and largest city, Vientiane, is in stark contrast to its neighbouring capitals. With its sleepy, relaxed charm, tree-lined 
boulevards, beautiful temples and colourful markets, it’s been given the nickname ‘Southeast Asia’s biggest village’. 
On our tour of the city, we’ll take in sights including Pha That Luang, a gleaming golden stupa that is perhaps the most important national monument 
in Laos; Ho Pha Keo, the former royal temple, now a museum with beautiful examples of Buddhist sculpture; Wat Si Saket and Patuxai, a monumental 
arch inspired by the Arc de Triomphe, but executed with Lao motifs. We’ll also visit the Lao National Museum and the popular Wat Si Muang temple, 
and see some of the city’s charming French colonial arrchitecture. We’ll end the day at the Talaat Sao, or ‘morning market’ (actually open all day), 
the best place to buy traditional Lao fabric.
Overnight: Settha Palace Hotel, Vientiane (B, L)

Day	7	•	Wed	28	Nov:	Vientiane	to	Luang	Prabang
Today we travel overland through Laos to the ancient city of Luang Prabang by coach. The first 80 kilometres is flat and populated, after which we 
climb into foothills of northern Laos to the spectacular town of Vang Vieng, one of Laos’ most popular destinations, Here we’ll stop for lunch at a 
local restaurant and a good poke around. Heading northwards, the road becomes mountainous as we make our way to Luang Prabang. It can get 
very windy, but the stunning scenery and cool little villages along on the way make it all worthwhile. The drive is among the most beautiful in Laos, 
winding up and down and offering spectacular views, from high jungle to low-lying valleys studded with distinctive limestone Karst formations. We’ll 
also stop at a local town and explore its lively market, as well as fascinating local hill-tribe villages.
Overnight: Le Palais Juliana, Luang Prabang (B, L)

Day	1	•	Thurs	22	Nov:	Arrive	Bangkok	
Welcome to Bangkok! If you’ve never been to Bangkok before, get set for a wonderful shock to the system. If you have, you’ll know that this beautiful, 
exhilarating and sometimes chaotic city is one of the world’s great gems for the traveller. Famous for its delicious street food, majestic Buddhist 
temples and white-knuckle tuk-tuk rides, Bangkok is a feast for the senses.  
Check in to your hotel before gathering for an all-inclusive Welcome Dinner with your host, Bob  Daniel, and your fellow travellers.
Overnight: Riva Surya Bangkok (D) 

Day	2	•	Fri	23	Nov:	Bangkok	–	Kanchanaburi
After an early breakfast, we’re taken from our hotel to the Thon Buri railway station. Here we’ll catch the train to the town of Nam Tok, arriving 
just after midday. Along the way, our train takes us across the legendary Bridge on the River Kwai and along the route of the infamous Death 
Railway, passing through lush forest as we follow alongside the river. Enjoy lunch in Nam Tok before a solemn walk along the Wampo Viaduct, an 
often forgotten section of the Death Railway. Next, we board our private coach for a visit to the Hellfire Pass Memorial. Known for its abominable 
conditions and severe loss of life, this section of the Death Railway was so called because of the sight of emaciated Allied POWs and forced Asian 
labourers hacking away at the solid rock with simple hand tools was said to resemble a scene from hell. Nowadays you can take a walking tour to 
the site and visit the museum dedicated to the men who suffered and died at Hellfire Pass and elsewhere in the Asia Pacific region during WWII. 
Afterwards, we make our way to the town of Kanchanaburi and visit the well-kept War Cemetery. The main prisoner of war cemetery for victims of 
Japanese imprisonment while building the Burma Railway, it contains the graves of an estimated 9,000 Allied soldiers.
This evening enjoy a special dinner, followed by a 45-minute traditional Mon dance.
Overnight: The FloatHouse River Kwai Resort, Kanchanaburi (B, L, D)

Day	3	•	Sat	24	Nov:	Kanchanaburi
This morning we get adventurous, with a river cruise in long boats to visit a Mon tribal village. The Mon are an ethnic people originally from Mongolia 
that now live mostly in central Myanmar and along the country’s southern border with Thailand. They are the earliest people to reside in Southeast 
Asia, bringing civilisation to central and northern Thailand and central Laos more than 1,200 years ago. 
This afternoon is at leisure to relax at the resort. Alternatively, spend some quality time with the elephants at the ElephantsWorld sanctuary; take a 
wander down the historic  Heritage Walking Street or visit the Kanchanaburi Night Market.
Overnight: The FloatHouse River Kwai Resort, Kanchanaburi (B, L, D)

Ayutthaya

Day	4	•	Sun	25	Nov:	Kanchanaburi	-	Ayutthaya
We leave the resort by long-tailed boat and head down stream 
to Phutakien Pier. From here we continue by road visiting the 
JEATH Museum and the Thai-Burma Railway Centre run by 
an Australian expert on the subject, Rod Beattie. 
Next we travel to the former capital of Thailand, Ayutthaya. 
The amazing cultural mix of the city began in the mid-16th 
century when ships from Ayutthaya plied the Asian seas, 
trading with neighbouring countries. When the Dutch arrived 
in the 17th century, Ayutthaya became a major port city, 
as trade routes were extended to China, Japan, Indonesia, 
Portugal, Holland and France, and even up to Scandinavia. 
Although the ancient villages of foreign traders lining the 
banks of the Chao Phraya River were abandoned when 
the city was ransacked by Burmese troops in 1767, some 
remnants have survived and now showcase the city’s past 
glory. A UNESCO World Heritage stie, Ayutthaya boasts some 
of Thailand’s most important historical landmarks. The sheer 
number and magnitude of ancient temple ruins speak of the 
former greatness of the city.  As we tour the city, we’ll visit the 
most impressive of these world-famous ruins, including the 
Summer Palace of King Rama V, commonly known as “Bang 
Pa-In”. We’ll enjoy  lunch at a popular local restaurant. 
Overnight: Krungsri River Hotel, Ayutthaya (B ,L)

Day	5	•	Mon	26	Nov:	Ayutthaya	–	Vientiane
Today we travel through the Northeast of Thailand, also 
known as Isaan – a traditional yet wildly colourful and 
interesting region. As we travel on our air-conditioned train, 
you will get a glimpse of the Thailand of old: rice fields run 
to the horizon, water buffalo wade in muddy ponds, silk 
weavers work looms under their homes, and pedal-rickshaw 
drivers pull passengers down city streets. The mighty 
Mekong River forms the border of Thailand with Cambodia 
and Laos. On reaching the town of Nong Khai, almost 600km 
to the north, we cross to the Laos capital of Vientiane via the 
new Australian-funded Friendship Bridge.
Overnight: Settha Palace Hotel, Vientiane B)



Day	8	•	Thur	29	Nov:	Luang	Prabang
Set between the Nam Khan and Mekong rivers, Luang Prabang is an enchanting town filled with historic temples and colonial-style buildings. The 
entire town was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1995. We begin our tour with Wat Visoun (Wat Wisunalat). The oldest living temple in 
Luang Prabang, Wat Visoun dates back to 1513 and contains a collection of antique wooden Buddhas. We’ll visit the nearby Wat Aham, before 
continuing to Wat Xieng Thong, the crown jewel of all the monasteries and temples in the city. Its many ornate buildings feature exquisite mosaic and 
gold-stencilled murals. From there, we’ll stroll down the main street (Wat Street) of Luang Prabang. Time permitting, we’ll stop at some of the many 
temples that line its sides, including Wat Sibounheuang, Wat Si Moungkhoun, Wat Sop and Wat Sene.
Later, we visit the National Museum and former Royal Palace – a modest but graceful building that combines traditional Lao and French beaux-arts 
motifs. This turn-of-the century royal residence has been preserved as it was when the royal family last lived here and provides unique insights into 
the history of Laos. Among the highlights is the beautiful Hor Phrabang monument and the palace’s prized art collection, including the Phrabang – an 
83 cm tall Buddha cast of gold, silver and bronze. 
At sunset, we’ll visit Mount Phousi in the centre of the city. If you’re up to it, you can climb the steps the top of the 150m-high hill for great views 
over the river and temples.
Overnight: Le Palais Juliana, Luang Prabang (B, L)

Day	9	•	Fri	30	Nov:	Luang	Prabang	-	Pak	Beng
This morning we board our spacious 35-meter boat for the two-day trip to the Thai border at Houay Xay. Relax in comfort on the sundeck with a 
book or a beer as the Mekong scenery unfolds on both sides of you, and enjoy beautifully prepared Lao meals each day for lunch, served at your 
table on-board. The styling of the boats is classic Mekong, featuring hand-carved teak and rosewood, and their captains have the kind of knowledge 
and confidence that comes from knowing this difficult river well. On the way, we will stop to visit Pak Ou Caves (Tham Ting) and a number of the 
tribal villages that dot the river.
The boat arrives in Pakbeng where we’ll be taken to our hotel. Later enjoy dinner in the hotel’s restaurant.
Overnight: Sanctuary Pakbeng Lodge, Pakbeng (B, L, D)

Day	10	•	Sat	Dec	1:	Pakbeng	–	Chiang	Rai
Back on board our Mekong River cruise boat, we travel from Pakbeng to Huay Xai. Along the way we visit a Kamu village. Lunch is served on board. 
After stopping in Pak Tha to have the boat’s documents signed, we’ll arrive in Huay Xai at around 4:30pm.  We’ll then be taken by coach to Chiang 
Khong on the Thai border where we’ll meet our guide. After border formalities, we’ll board our coach for the next leg on to the city of Chiang Rai.
Overnight: The Legend Chiang Rai Boutique River Resort & Spa, Chiang Rai (B, L)

Day	11	•	Sun	Dec	2:	Chiang	Ra	–	Chiang	Mai	
After some sightseeing in Chiang Rai, our coach will make its way to Chiang Mai. En-route we’ll visit Wat Rong Khun; the white temple. Plus, we’ll 
drop into the hot springs at Baan Pong Nam Ron and a handicraft village where you will see artisans weaving silk, carving wood and creating 
celadon, silver and lacquer-ware items.
Overnight: Bodhi Serene Hotel, Chiang Mai (B, L)

Day	12	•	Mon	Dec	3:	Chiang	Mai
After breakfast, we drive to visit the mountain temple of Wat Doi Suthep, which is situated on a hill, 1,050 m high. On a clear day, you’ll enjoy a 
fantastic view over Chiang Mai and the surrounding province. We’ll then drive back to the old town area and jump into to a Trishaw, for a ride through 
the most historic areas of the city. Highlights include a visit to Wat Phrasing temple, which houses the beautiful Lai Kham Chapel and its exquisite 
woodcarvings and northern-style murals. Afterwards visit Wat Chedi Luang, with its enormous Pagoda, partially destroyed by an earthquake in 1545. 
Then we’ll get in touch with the real local life of Chiang Mai at the Muang Mai market. Much of the food has come straight from the farm and in some 
parts of the market the farmers sell their wares direct from the back of their vehicles. 
This afternoon is at leisure.
Overnight: Bodhi Serene Hotel, Chiang Mai (B, L)

Day	13	•	Tues	Dec	4:	Chiang	Mai	-	Bangkok		
Today we get back on the tracks with the 700km train journey from Chiang Mai to Bangkok. This is Thailand’s most popular train route, so it’s a great 
chance to get in touch with the real Thailand and its people. Have your cameras ready for some gorgeous views as we descend the mountains from 
Chiang Mai.
Overnight: Riva Surya Bangkok (B)

Day	14	•	Wed	Dec	5:	Bangkok	
Today is a special day for Thais and for us. It’s the day Thais celebrate the birthday of the 
former King, King Bhumibol, with a public holiday. For us, it means a rare opportunity to ride 
one of the four steam train trips that run only on specific public holidays. The destinations 
vary. But either way, it’ll be a day to remember.
This evening we enjoy a celebratory Farewell Dinner. 
Overnight: Riva Surya Bangkok (B, D)

Day	15	•	Thur	Dec	6:	Tour	concludes	
Our tour finishes after breakfast this morning, and we bid farewell to those returning home. 
Alternatively, take the opportunity to extend your stay and see more of Bangkok, or rest-up 
with a few days R&R on one of Thailand’s many beautiful islands, such as Phuket, for example. 
(B)

Bangkok

Wat Doi Suthep



INCLUSIONS

• 14 nights’ accommodation in centrally located 3 to 5-star quality hotels 
• Breakfast daily, 10 x lunches and 5 x dinners 
• All transport mentioned in the itinerary
• Comprehensive sightseeing with expert local guides
• Australian escort for the duration of the tour
• Excursions / entrance fees to attractions listed in the itinerary

EXCLUSIONS

• International airfares
• Airport transfers on arrival and departure (contact our office 

for options)
• Excursions / entrance fees listed as optional in the itinerary
• Items of a personal nature e.g. telephone, laundry, mini bar

PRICE Per person twin share.................................. $6,995
Single supplement ....................................... $1,595

Deposit (at time of booking)   ................................. $1,000
Final payment due by  .................. 22nd September 2018

Luang Prabang

Wat Rong Khun

Patuxai monument

Phra Nakhon Si, Ayutthaya



SUGGESTED FLIGHTS 
We have suggested flights for this itinerary depending on your departure point from Australia, any preferred stopovers en-route and/or your planned pre- and post-
tour activities. We can also investigate your preferred airline and offer you a solution based on connection times and prices. Contact 1300 733 323 to discuss your 

options. 
 

HOW TO BOOK
Download a booking form from our website and follow the easy steps to getting on board. 

Alternatively, contact Platinum Travel & Tours on 1300 733 323 or enquiries@platinumtravelcorp.com if you’d prefer a form be sent to you. 

Complete the form and submit it, along with your $1000 pp deposit to secure your place on the tour.
 

DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
We endeavour to have all the details of our tours correct at the time of printing.  However, sometimes factors beyond our control may affect the final inclusions and 
prices. These factors may include, but not be limited to; significant fluctuations in currency exchange rates, individual hotel/restaurant decisions that may affect 
bookings; weather events forcing a change of itinerary; unexpected trackwork on rail lines, unexpected closure of site attractions and so forth. Therefore, items 
mentioned in the brochure such as quoted prices, hotels and inclusions are subject to change. If a change is imposed on us, we will endeavour to ensure the 

substitute is of the same quality that you’ve paid for. 

TOUR	PACE	/	LEVEL	OF	FITNESS:
Our itineraries are designed to make the most of each destination, so a reasonable amount of activity is built into most days, which is why we call them adventures. 
Our philosophy is to offer you the best experience possible, while leaving you, our guest, the flexibility to pace yourself and choose how much or how little you 
want to do. Each Railway Adventures tour incorporates periods of free time for your own exploration and relaxation. While you don’t need to be a ‘gym junky’, a 

reasonable level of fitness is required for most of our tours. 

The ability to manage your own luggage, get on and off all manner of trains and coaches, walk for extended periods, stand comfortably, and climb steps and stairs 
will ensure you get the maximum enjoyment from your adventure.  

ADDITIONAL TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
In addition to assisting with flight suggestions and bookings, we can also give you some ideas of what you could do before and after your Railway Adventure.   

We can also organise your all-important Travel Insurance for you.  Call our office on 1300 733 323 if you would like to discuss options.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
For more information on factors such as travel insurance requirements, fitness levels, fees and charges, tour cancellations, payment schedules and so on, please 

refer to our Terms and Conditions, which accompany the booking form.  They can also be found on our website.

WHERE YOU WILL STAY

Handpicked hotels and resorts based on location, customer feedback, value and atmosphere. Here’s a selection; 

Riva Surya, Bangkok Sanctuary Pakbeng Lodge, Pakbeng 

Settha Palace Hotel, Vientiane The Legend Chiang Rai Boutique 
River Resort & Spa, Chiang Rai 



THE RAILWAY ADVENTURES STORY
A passion for train travel can manifest itself in many ways. Founder and director of Railway Adventures, Scott McGregor, has made much of his obsession over 
the years. “Travelling to boarding school on the Mudgee Mail gave me a sense of how an active social life and long-distance trains can be a good combination.”
 Building a rural retreat out of a collection of vintage railway carriages in the early 1980s gave Scott a new perspective on rail heritage. During this time, he also 
operated his first tour—The Antipodean Renaissance Express—an experience he has never forgotten. Trading in vintage memorabilia and furniture sourced largely 
from the railways was also a source of great inspiration. Scott travelled far and wide trading and collecting for his Sydney shop, Off The Rails. 
Hosting a couple of TV documentary series about great train journeys paved the way for leading his own train journeys. Once just an enjoyable part-time hobby, 
“getting paid to do what I love” has, naturally enough, led to a more substantial commitment and ultimately the launch of Scott’s own dedicated train travel and 
touring company. 

This tour is operated by Platinum Travel Corp in association with Scott 
McGregor’s Railway Adventures. ATAS Accreditation 
No: A10597


