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OVERVIEW 
India is defined by its diversity, people, landscapes and traditions. Spirituality 
is the common thread strung across the vast and diverse tapestry that is the 
subcontinent, and nowhere epitomises this better than the mystical yet mod-
ern cities of Mumbai and Delhi, and the sweeping plains and grand forts of 
Rajasthan.

Immerse yourself in the splendours of India’s most compelling destinations as 
you enjoy luxury train travel on the opulent Deccan Odyssey. Our journey be-
gins in Delhi, an epicentre of rich history and bustling modern life, and contin-
ues through ‘The City of Victory’, Jaipur, with its grand mansions and imposing 
forts. Continue to Jodhpur, set like a pearl amidst the stark desert, renowned 
also for its grand hilltop fort and glorious palaces, and visit the wondrous Taj 
Mahal as you traverse through ancient Agra. After spending some time view-
ing the wildlife at the Ranthambore National Park, you will finish your grand 
journey in the iconic city of Mumbai. 

The comprehensive facilities of the Deccan Odyssey ensure that you will want 
for nothing as you wind across this ancient landscape experiencing the mag-
nificent exotic foods and delicacies that only India can offer. You will meet 
fascinating characters from a broad spectrum of Indian life and see sights that 
will stay in your memory forever.

HIGHLIGHTS 
•	 Explore	 7	 UNESCO	 World	 Heritage	 Sites,	

including	the	Agra	Fort	and	Elephanta	Caves
•	 Experience	3	nights	aboard	the	luxury	hotel	

on	wheels	-	The	Deccan	Odyssey	
•	 Take	a	trip	on	The	Fairy	Queen,	the	world’s	

oldest	working	steam	train	
•	 Enjoy	an	exhilarating	rickshaw	ride	in	the	Old	

quarters	of	Delhi
•	 Learn	 about	 Sikhism	 and	 its	 devotion	 to	

humanity	at	the	Gurudwara	Bangla	Sahib
•	 Witness	 the	 extraordinary	 beauty	 of	 the	

iconic	Taj	Mahal	
•	 Enjoy	guided	tours	of	multiple	 iconic	cities,	

including	Delhi	and	Mumbai
•	 Spot	wild	animals	in	Ranthambhore	National	

Tiger	Park
•	 Enjoy	a	relaxing	boat	cruise	on	Lake	Pichola	

in	Udaipur
•	 Discover	the	intricacies	of	Rajasthani	cuisine	

during	a	cooking	lesson	with	a	local	family
•	 Stay	in	opulent	hotels	and	enjoy	comfortable,	

air-conditioned	 coach	 connections,	 as	well	
as	knowledgeable	local	guides

MEET YOUR 
TOUR LEADER

SCOTT	MCGREGOR	has	been	 involved	 in	the	media	for	over	
30	years	as	an	actor,	presenter,	writer	and	producer.	But	 it’s	
sharing	his	love	of	travel,	and	particularly	railway	travel,	where	
Scott’s	passion	now	 lies.	 	Graduating	 from	NIDA	 in	1979,	he	
appeared	in	a	wide	range	of	stage,	film	and	TV	roles,	including	
the	lead	in	the	ABC’s	epic	mini-series	1915.	He	has	presented	
and	 hosted	 numerous	 prime-time	 ratings	 winners	 including	
many	years	as	the	handyman	on	Better	Homes	and	Gardens	
and	Room	For	Improvement.	

He	 presented	 two	 series	 of	 his	 own	Railway	 Adventures	 for	
Channels	10	and	7	and	a	number	of	programs	for	The	History	
Channel.	

After	more	than	a	decade	leading	tours	he	decided	to	establish	
Railway	 Adventures	 in	 2012.	 He	 also	 owns	 and	 operates	
RUWENZORI—an	 Orient	 Express-style	 tourist	 retreat	 on	 the	
Great	Dividing	Range	near	Mudgee.

Scott McGregor

Humayun Tomb, Delhi
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HOW YOU WILL TRAVEL
Being	rail	enthusiasts	we	know	that	the	journey	itself	is	often	more	important	than	the	destination.	Wherever	possible	we	have	sourced	
interesting	and	nostalgic	rail	journeys	and	other	noteworthy	modes	of	transport.	Here	is	an	example	of	what	you	will	experience:

Deccan	Odyssey	luxury	train The	Fairy	Queen	Steam	Train Rickshaw	ride	in	Delhi

WHY TRAVEL WITH US
The joy of travelling is no longer confined to the destination—
the mode of travel is a large part of the experience.  Railway 
Adventures offers a truly unique perspective on some of 
the world’s most spectacular holiday destinations, with 
the assurance that the journey is just as magical and 
unforgettable as what is discovered at the end of the line.
With us, you can confidently expect:
•	 Small	group	sizes	—	a small number of passengers per 

trip guarantees an intimate experience, with less time 
spent queuing, more time with your guide, and better 
access to sightseeing destinations.

•	 Unique	itineraries	—	every itinerary has been meticulously 
developed by a team of expert travellers with many years’ 
experience, an intimate knowledge of the destination, 
and with great cultural awareness. You are guaranteed to 
experience the best that each destination has to offer.

•	 Authentic	local	experiences	—	whether it’s a little-known 
yet impressive steam railway, a small boutique hotel or 
an authentic restaurant, know that you will experience 
something special on our tours.

•	 Expert	local	guides	and	operators	—	we employ local 
guides to share their passion and knowledge of the place 
they call home, while our partners on the ground provide 
the best possible support and backup all the way.

•	 Customer	 satisfaction	 —	 our testimonials speak for 
themselves.  Thousands have travelled with us over the 
years and many come back year after year, often bringing 
friends along. On our customer satisfaction ratings, over 
97% would recommend us to others and/or travel with 
us again.   

•	 Fully	escorted	—	our team of tour leaders is experienced 
and capable, entertaining and considerate, and together 
with our local guides, has your needs well covered. They 
will help with everything along the way, providing peace 
of mind, and allowing you to relax and enjoy the journey.  
And you’ll find them jolly good company to boot!
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DAY	1:	Thursday	24th	Jan	2019	·	ARRIVE	DELHI
On arrival in Delhi you’ll be welcomed by one of our representatives and transferred to our hotel to check in. Later in the evening we’ll enjoy a celebratory 
welcome dinner with the whole group.
Overnight: The Claridges, Delhi (D)

DAY	2:	Friday	25th	Jan	·	DELHI
Delhi is a fascinating city that has witnessed many upheavals and imperial glories from the rule of the ancient Pandava Dynasty, through to the British 
Raj and India’s Independence. Delhi is not only the capital of India, it is also the museum of its past. You will explore the fascinating and living legacy of 
this fascinating city with our guide, learning about the Indo-Islamic culture and lifestyle of Old Delhi. Wander through the narrow and busy lanes of the 
mile-long Chandni Chowk market, also known as Silver Street, filled with shops and bazaars. Here we will also have the opportunity to experience an 
exhilarating rickshaw ride through the old by-lanes of this fascinating city-within-a-city.
You’ll then visit the Jama Mosque, with its tapering minarets and beautiful marble domes; this is the second largest mosque in Asia and can accommodate 
20,000 people. We’ll then visit the exquisite Sikh Temple, the Gurudwara Bangla Sahib, and witness the phenomenon of more than 10,000 people being 
fed.
Later on we’ll drive past the Presidential Palace and India Gate to reach Humayun’s Tomb. Considered the architectural forerunner of Agra’s Taj Mahal, 
the tomb is set in peaceful surrounds. It features a beautiful combination of red sandstone and white marble, establishing the exquisite symmetry and 
scale perfected by later Mughal empire builders.
Overnight: The Claridges, Delhi (B, L)

DAY	3:	Saturday	26	Jan	·	DELHI	-	REWARI	-	JAIPUR
After breakfast we’ll transfer by coach to the train station to board the 
Fairy Queen steam train. This majestic train first rolled out for the former 
East Indian Railway in 1855 and is now the oldest working steam engine 
in the world. It quickly found its pride of place in the Guinness Book of 
World Records and also captured the National Tourism Award. This journey 
takes us to Rewari in Haryana, where we will travel by coach to Jaipur 
(approximately 3 hrs) for an overnight stay. 
On arrival in Jaipur, we’ll check in to our hotel and enjoy the rest of the 
evening at leisure.
Overnight: Khasbagh, Jaipur (B, L)

DAY	4:	Sunday	27	Jan	·	JAIPUR-	UDAIPUR
Early this morning you’ll be driven to Jaipur airport to board the flight to 
Udaipur. On arrival you will be transferred to our hotel to check in. Udaipur 
is considered to be one of India’s  loveliest locales. Set on the shores of 
Lake Pichola and surrounded by hills, this medieval town grew in complete 
contrast to the harsh deserts of the rest of Rajasthan. 
This evening we’ll meet Meenakshi Singh, a teacher and a housewife who 
is well known throughout Udaipur for her simple yet wonderful dishes. 
You may like to shop for groceries at her favorite vendors and then help 
with preparation of the meal. This will be a lesson in the basics of the 
complicated cuisine of the desert. Enjoy dinner with Meenakshi and her 
family, sharing stories about Indian culture and lifestyle.
Overnight: Fateh Garh, Udaipur (B, D)

DAY	5:	Monday	28	Jan	·	UDAIPUR	-	JODHPUR
Spend the morning visiting the City Palace. Built in 1725, the palace is actually a series of interconnected buildings that reveal private apartments, airy 
gardens on the upper floors, paintings and portraits, and a miniature painting gallery. We’ll also visit the region’s iconic Crystal Gallery. 
Afterwards we’ll drive to Jodhpur, where incredible forts and palaces rise against the backdrop of the Thar Desert and the walled old city.  Jodhpur is also 
known as the “Blue City” due to the vivid blue-painted houses, which surround the Mehrangarh Fort. En-route we’ll stop at the famous Jain Temples of 
Ranakpur, renowned for their refined artistic design, a strong contrast to the harsh surrounding landscape. We will have time for lunch at a local restaurant 
on the way.
On arrival in Jodhpur we’ll check in to our hotel and enjoy the evening at leisure.
Overnight: RAAS Hotel, Jodhpur (B)

DAY	6:	Tuesday	29	Jan	·	JODHPUR
Early this morning we will be transferred to the Jodhpur train station to board the Deccan Odyssey, the perfect way to sail into an age of romance and 
royalty. After checking in, enjoy a relaxed morning on board this luxury hotel on wheels. Those who wish to step out have the option of visiting a weavers’ 
village, a potters’ village and a Bishnoi village. Here, take a peep into the lives of the indigenous Bishnoi tribe, whose traditions and skills have been 
passed down unchanged through generations. An additional option this morning is to enjoy spa facilities at a hotel. 
Following lunch on the train, we set out once again to explore the magnificent city of Jodhpur.
Set like a pearl amidst the stark desert, this former capital of Marwar boasts some of the finest architecture from the Rajput era, renowned for its 
superb forts and glorious palaces. Walk through the bustle of the Old Clock Tower market, past old havelis and houses, and continue to the magnificent 
Mehrangarh Fort, the pride of Jodhpur. Marvel at the intricate carvings and expansive courtyards of the palaces, and view the intriguing palanquins, 
paintings, costumes and arts and crafts of a bygone era at the museum. 
In the evening we will enjoy a wide array of sumptuous Marwar barbeque delights served in the royal courtyard of the Mehrangarh Fort as we admire the 
cityscape from the rooftop. Having taken in your share of the beauty of Jodhpur, you’ll return to the comfort of the train as we head for Agra. 
Overnight: Deccan Odyssey (B, L, D)

DAY	7:	Wednesday	30	Jan	·	AGRA
After a leisurely breakfast on board, visit the Taj Mahal, Emperor Shah Jahan’s gift of love to his beloved wife, Mumtaz Mahal, and one of the world’s most 
iconic and magnificent monuments. The making of the Taj Mahal is as much a wonder as the edifice itself. It took 20,000 men and 22 years to build this 
mausoleum, and its exquisite white marble was brought from 200 miles away by caravans of elephants and camels. This glorious memento to a great 
love is unrivalled in its beauty and grandeur.
After lunch at a nearby hotel, our tour of Agra continues as we visit Itmad-ud-Daulah, a marble mausoleum built by Nur Jahan, the wife of Emperor 
Jahangir, in memory of her father, Ghiyas Beg. Beautifully conceived in white marble, mosaic and lattice, it is often referred to as the ‘Baby Taj’. We’ll then 
proceed to Agra Fort, another outstanding example of Mughal architecture, and the seat of the Mughal reign and administration for three generations. A 
visit to the Diwan-e-Am, ‘Hall of Public Audience’ and the Royal Pavilion is also not to be missed. 
Later, you have the opportunity to visit the local markets to admire the exquisite Pietra Dura (marble inlay) artefacts and Mughal ornaments or, as an 
optional activity, enjoy luxury spa facilities at a hotel, before completing your tour of this historical city. Dinner tonight will be on board the Deccan 
Odyssey.
Overnight: Deccan Odyssey (B, L, D)

Lake Pichola, Udaipur



DAY	8:	Thurs	31	Jan	·	RANTHAMBORE
Sawai Madhopur, in Rajasthan, is the alighting point for the famous Ranthambore National Park, and India’s efforts to conserve the dwindling tiger 
population is on display here. The park is one of the finest tiger reserves in the country and the most likely place to spot one of these majestic animals. 
Following an early morning breakfast, we will head out on our morning game drive. Ranthambhore is home to several other species, including herds of 
Chital and Sambhar deer as well as leopards, crocodiles, Nilgai antelope and chinkara gazelles! Following this we’ll return to the Deccan Odyssey for a 
leisurely lunch.
In the afternoon we’ll set out on a village safari. The people of Rajasthan’s villages are mostly tribals who subsist on farming and hunting. These friendly 
folk are warm and welcoming, and are happy to show guests around their villages, giving deep insights into their daily lives. The women here wear bright 
colours to offset the drab desert, and most people live in mud huts. Following this, proceed for high tea to the Sawai Madhopur Lodge, the former hunting 
lodge of the former royal family of Jaipur. We’ll then head back to the Deccan Odyssey.
Overnight: Deccan Odyssey (B, L, D)

DAY	9:	1	Feb	·	JAIPUR
Farewell our beloved Deccan Odyssey after breakfast this morning and transfer to our nearby hotel to check in and freshen up.
Later in the afternoon, explore the narrow lanes and by-lanes of Jaipur’s old city. Along the way, learn about the city’s delicious and aromatic street food 
heritage and local religious rituals and legends as you stop at small shrines.  Strolling through the bazaars is a lesson in the lifestyle of ordinary people. 
On our return to our hotel we’ll enjoy a private session of authentic Rajasthan henna painting for the ladies and turban tying for gentlemen. Afterwards 
we’ll enjoy dinner in our hotel’s restaurant.
Overnight: ITC Rajputana, Jaipur (B, D)

DAY	10:	Saturday	2	Feb	·	JAIPUR
Our exploration of Jaipur today will take us to Amber Fort, the ancient capital that preceded Jaipur. Originally built on a smaller area and expanded in size 
and scope by succeeding dynasties and their rulers, Amber is a fortress town of visual grandeur. We’ll ride up to its imposing hilltop location in jeeps and 
explore the maze of passages, corridors, pavilions, ornamental gardens and ramparts.
Following this we’ll enjoy a walk through the Panna Meena step-well in Amber town. This magnificent 8- storey step-well was once used to collect and 
store water during the dry summers. We’ll wander to the old settlement of the Meena tribe and visit the old temples of the village. We’ll also stroll through 
the historic path where the Maharajas used to transport cannons from one corner to another. Lunch will be at the Anokhi Café this afternoon.
Later on we’ll embark on a city tour of Jaipur, visiting the City Palace and Observatory (Jantar Mantar). Jaipur is the capital of Rajasthan and the City 
Palace is its centerpiece. It is home to the royal family, and known for its clutch of excellent private museums that display royal memorabilia, particularly 
ormaments, art, books, costumes and textiles. Lying adjacent to the City Palace is the medieval Jantar Mantar Observatory, built by Maharaja Jai Singh 
II, an inveterate astronomer who’s curiously-shaped and oversized implements are astonishingly accurate even today. We’ll also stop at Hawa Mahal or 
the Palace of Winds for a quick photo.
Following this we’ll return to our hotel and enjoy the evening at leisure. 
Overnight: ITC Rajputana, Jaipur (B, L)

DAY	11:	Sunday	3	Feb	·	JAIPUR-	MUMBAI
After breakfast at leisure we’ll transfer to Jaipur airport for our flight to Mumbai. On arrival we’ll check into The Trident, our home for the next two nights. 
Mumbai is India’s most cosmopolitan city, it’s financial nerve centre, and also the home of the country’s thriving film industry, popularly known as 
Bollywood.  Some 15 million people, from billionaire tycoons to homeless pavement dwellers, live in this teeming megalopolis.  No other city highlights 
the glaring contrasts between the wealthy and the poor, or the indomitable spirit to succeed, as Mumbai does. After a quick rest, we will board our coach 
for a one-hour journey across Mumbai harbor to the cave temples on Elephanta Island, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Excavated during the 9th century, 
the caves are dedicated to the trinity of Indian deities: Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. 
We’ll return to our hotel later in the afternoon and enjoy dinner in our hotel.
Overnight: The Trident, Mumbai (B, D)

DAY	12:	Monday	4	Feb	·	MUMBAI
An early start today for a dawn tour of this bustling city. Our tour will take you under the skin of Mumbai as you watch the city waking up. Take a peek 
into the rarely-seen activities of the city and get insights into what makes Mumbai so special as you visit the fish market, flower market and fruit market, 
as well as a gymnasium, the bread market and more. 
We return to the hotel for breakfast. Our guide will then take us to the Gateway of India. An iconic landmark of the city, it was built to commemorate the 
1911 royal visit of King George V. You will then be driven to the Church Gate Station to see the “Dabbawallas”. Feted by Prince Charles and Richard 
Branson, and studied by Harvard Business School, these five thousand men deliver 200,000 lunch boxes each day to offices.
Later this evening we’ll have a private session where women will be helped with putting on the traditional sarees while men wear the Kurtas and Pyjamas. 
We will enjoy drinks before we proceed to dinner. We’ll then enjoy a ride in the authentic Kali-peeli (black and yellow) taxis while we watch the beautiful 
glittering Queen’s Necklace (the semi-circular road around Mumbai’s harbor) to reach the dinner destination. You will then enjoy a sumptuous dinner as 
we bid adieu to this grand journey in India. 
Overnight: The Trident, Mumbai (B, D)

DAY	13:	Tuesday	5	Feb	·	MUMBAI	-	DEPART	(B)
With a relaxed start to the day, you will be transferred to Mumbai airport to board your international flight back home. 

Hawa Mahal, Jaipur
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WHAT’S INCLUDED
• 9 nights accommodation in comfortable, centrally 

located 4-5 star hotels and 3 nights on the opulent 
Deccan Odyssey train

• Various meals as specified in the program
• Drinks included with welcome and farewell dinners
• Luxury chartered coach, with luggage transport 

throughout the tour
• Comprehensive sightseeing with expert local guides 
• All excursions and entrance fees to attractions, as 

listed in the itinerary 
• Airport transfers for those arriving on the group flight
• All internal flights
• Tips and gratuities

WHAT WE DON’T INCLUDE
• International flights
• Airport transfers for those not arriving on the 

group flight
• Meals and services not mentioned in itinerary
• All other personal expenses such as drinks, 

phone calls, laundry services, camera fees 
where applicable 

• Excursions listed as optional and extra in the 
brochure 

• Indian Visaoffice for options)
• Excursions / entrances listed as optional in  

the itinerary
• Items of a personal nature e.g. telephone, 

laundry, mini bar



WHERE YOU WILL STAY
The	properties	we	have	selected	have	been	hand-picked	based	on	their	location,	customer	feedback,	value	and	atmosphere.	Here’s	some	
of	what	you	can	expect	on	this	tour:

The	Claridges	Hotel,	Delhi The	Tident	Hotel,	Mumbai

The	Raas	Hotel,	Jodhpur Fateh	Garh,	Udaipur

SUGGESTED	FLIGHTS	
We	have	suggested	flights	for	this	itinerary	depending	on	your	departure	point	from	Australia,	any	preferred	stopovers	en-route,	and/or	your	planned	pre-	and	
post-tour	activities.	We	can	also	investigate	your	preferred	airline	and	offer	you	a	solution	based	on	connection	times	and	prices.	Contact	1300	733	323	to	

discuss	your	options.	
	

HOW	TO	BOOK
Download	a	booking	 form	from	our	website	and	 follow	a	 few	easy	steps	 to	get	on	board.	Alternatively,	contact	Travel	Focus	Group	on	1300	733	323	or	at	
railwayadventures@travelfocusgroup.com	if	you’d	prefer	a	booking	form	be	sent	to	you.	Complete	the	form	and	submit	it,	along	with	your	AUD1,000	per	person	

deposit,	to	secure	your	place	on	the	tour.	
	

DETAILS	SUBJECT	TO	CHANGE
We	endeavour	to	have	all	the	details	of	our	tours	correct	at	the	time	of	printing.		However,	sometimes	factors	beyond	our	control	may	affect	final	inclusions	and	
prices.	These	factors	may	include,	but	not	be	limited	to:	significant	fluctuations	in	currency	exchange	rates;	individual	hotel/restaurant	decisions	that	may	affect	
bookings;	weather	events	forcing	a	change	of	itinerary;	unexpected	track	work	on	rail	lines;	unexpected	closure	of	site	attractions;	and	so	forth.	Therefore,	items	
mentioned	in	the	brochure,	such	as	quoted	prices,	hotels	and	inclusions	are	subject	to	change.	If	a	change	is	imposed	on	us,	we	will	endeavour	to	ensure	the	

substitute	is	of	the	same	quality	that	you’ve	paid	for.	

TOUR	PACE	/	LEVEL	OF	FITNESS:
Our	 itineraries	are	designed	to	make	the	most	of	each	destination,	so	a	reasonable	amount	of	activity	 is	built	 into	most	days	–	which	 is	why	we	call	 them	
adventures.	Our	philosophy	is	to	offer	you	the	best	experience	possible	while	leaving	you,	our	guest,	the	flexibility	to	pace	yourself	and	choose	how	much	or	

how	little	you	want	to	do.	Each	Railway	Adventures	tour	incorporates	periods	of	free	time	for	your	own	exploration	and	relaxation.

While	you	don’t	need	to	be	a	‘gym	junkie’,	a	reasonable	level	of	fitness	is	required	for	most	of	our	tours.	The	ability	to	manage	your	own	luggage,	get	on	and	off	
all	manner	of	trains	and	coaches,	walk	for	extended	periods,	stand	comfortably,	and	climb	steps	and	stairs	will	ensure	you	get	maximum	pleasure	from	your	

adventure.		

ADDITIONAL	TRAVEL	ARRANGEMENTS
In	addition	to	assisting	with	flight	suggestions	and	bookings,	we	can	also	give	you	some	ideas	of	what	you	could	do	before	and	after	your	Railway	Adventure.		

We	can	also	organise	your	all-important	travel	insurance	for	you.	Call	our	office	on	1300	733	323	if	you	would	like	to	discuss	options.
		

TERMS	AND	CONDITIONS
For	more	information	on	factors	such	as	travel	 insurance	requirements,	fitness	levels,	fees	and	charges,	tour	cancellations,	payment	schedules	and	so	on,	

please	refer	to	our	Terms	and	Conditions	that	accompany	the	booking	form.	They	can	also	be	found	on	our	website.

PRICE Per person twin share................................ $10,485
Single supplement ....................................... $1,870

Deposit (per person) ......................$1000 at time of booking
Final payment due by ...........................5	 December	 2018



Tokyo Syline At DuskJaipur Palace

THE RAILWAY ADVENTURES STORY
A passion for train travel can manifest itself in many ways. Founder and director of Railway 
Adventures, Scott McGregor, has made much of his obsession over the years. “Travelling to boarding 
school on the Mudgee Mail gave me a sense of how an active social life and long-distance trains can 
be a good combination.”
Building a rural retreat out of a collection of vintage railway carriages in the early 1980s gave Scott 
a new perspective on rail heritage. During this time, he also operated his first tour—The Antipodean 
Renaissance Express—an experience he has never forgotten. Trading in vintage memorabilia and 
furniture sourced largely from the railways was also a source of great inspiration. Scott travelled far and 
wide trading and collecting for his Sydney shop, Off The Rails. 
Hosting a couple of TV documentary series about great train journeys paved the way for leading his 
own train journeys. Once just an enjoyable part-time hobby, “getting paid to do what I love” has, 
naturally enough, led to a more substantial commitment and ultimately the launch of Scott’s own 
dedicated train travel and touring company. 

This tour is operated by Travel 
Focus Group in association 
with Scott McGregor’s 
Railway Adventures. ATAS 
Accreditation No: A10597


