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Railway Adventures and PTG Tours present
Rail & Natural Wonders of 

ALASKA
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OVERVIEW 
Alaska is a truly unique destination for so many reasons, 
not just for of its spectacular landscapes. Because the 
Aleutian Islands cross over the 180-degree longitude 
line, Alaska is in fact the westernmost, northernmost, 
and easternmost state, and, like California, was once the 
great undiscovered frontier of America. It is rugged and 
wild with glaciers, countless rivers and lakes, majestic 
mountain peaks, some active volcanoes, and nearly 
34,000 miles of shoreline. 

Our exciting tour is designed to cover all the fascinating 
and scenic railway journeys in Alaska, including the 
legendary Alaska Railroad and the White Pass & Yukon 
Railroad (WP&YR). Along the way, we’ll spy some 
extraordinary wildlife including bears, eagles and whales 
in some incredible landscapes. You’ll experience the best 
that Alaskan hospitality can offer in its vibrant cities and 
towns, and also see magnificent natural wonders as you 
answer the call of the wild. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
•	 Wind through some of the most spectacular scenery and 

wildlife on earth travelling the Alaska Railroad’s Denali Star 
and Coastal Classic trains in luxury Gold Star class, which 
includes:
•	 Confirmed	seat	in	the	upper-level	observation	car
•	 Complimentary	coffee,	soda,	or	tea	served	at	your	seat
•	 Priority	seating	in	the	lower-level	dining	room	showcasing	

original Alaskan artwork
•	 Meals
•	 Private	outdoor	upper-level	viewing	deck

•	 Ride the Alaska Railroad’s Glacier Discovery train to see 
Alaska’s	glaciers,	wildlife,	and	unparalleled	natural	beauty

•	 Relax with ample free time in Seattle, Anchorage, Juneau 
and Skagway 

•	 Enjoy	a	scenic	boat	ride	from	Juneau	to	Skagway,	and	witness	
the	beautiful	scenery	of	the	Alaska	inland	passageway

•	 Travel one of the top ten most scenic train rides in the world, 
the wonderful Bennett Scenic Journey on the White Pass and 
Yukon Route Railway, and escape into the wilds of history

•	 Experience	 the	 breathtaking	 panorama	 of	 mountains,	
glaciers, gorges, waterfalls, tunnels, and trestles while 
listening to historical narration from the comfort of the 
vintage passenger coaches which join the iconic White Pass 
Summit Excursion (optional)

•	 Travel with an expert tour leader the whole way

MEET YOUR TOUR LEADER
PHILIP WORMALD

Philip	 has	 been	 travelling	 the	 railways	 of	 world	 since	 1982.	 He	 has	 extensively	 journeyed	 all	 over	 Europe	 as	 well	 as	many	 other	
countries.	Nothing	can	beat	travelling	in	comfort	on	a	beautiful	rail	journey.	The	railway	interest	started	with	school	days	in	that	iconic	
railway	city	of	York,	home	of	our	National	Railway	museum	and	a	beautiful	classic	British	Rail	station.	Phil	spent	more	than	20	years	
as	a	driver	on	London’s	underground	and	has	since	been	doing	a	variety	of	activities	including	leading	rail	themed	tours	around	the	
world.	Phil’s	other	loves	of	photography	and	nature	has	seen	him	travel	the	world	in	search	of	the	ultimate	shot.	Alaska	with	its	pristine	
natural	beauty	and	a	collection	of	 interesting	railways	ticks	the	boxes	and	his	previous	journeys	here	have	confirmed	his	view	that	
Alaska	is	indeed	a	must	see	destination.

PTG TOURS: UNIQUE HOLIDAYS SINCE 1998 

PTG Tours have an unrivalled reputation as one of the world’s leading companies offering rail-based holidays full of culture 
and heritage. Their customers travel with them time and time again, knowing that they will have the holiday of a lifetime 
every time. In 2018 Railway Adventures partnered up with PTG tours on a very successful tour to Cuba, and are furthering their 
collaboration with trips to Southern France, Cuba and Alaska in 2019.
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SOME WAYS YOU’LL TRAVEL
The	best	train	trips	possible,	private	luxury	coach	for	off-train	travel,	guided	walking	where	suitable,	and	other	appropriate	and	appealing	
options	to	make	exploration	easy.

The Alaska 
Railroad’s Denali Star

Cruise	ship	between	
Juneau and Skagway

White Pass 
and Yukon Railway



DAY	1	●	Wednesday	17th	July	2019:	ARRIVE	IN	VANCOUVER
On arrival in Vancouver, make your way to our hotel, conveniently located close to the airport. For those arriving early you can take a very good ‘Sound 
Transit’ light rail direct from SeaTac Airport to downtown Vancouver - maybe take the frequent ‘Seabus’ for a fifteen minute trip over the water to relax in 
a café or visit the large new real ale pub and enjoy the views of this lovely city. Those wanting to see more of Vancouver are advised to add days on at 
the end of the holiday. It is also possible to join the holiday in Seattle or Fairbanks.
Overnight: Airport Hotel (B)

DAY 2 ●	Thursday	18th	July:	VANCOUVER	–	SEATTLE	-	FAIRBANKS
After an early breakfast this morning, we depart Vancouver and travel south by the Amtrak Cascades Talgo train direct to Seattle, a scenic four-hour 
journey. Enjoy the fantastic scenery as the train traces the coast, rivers and bays, farmland and snow-capped peaks. Take advantage of the lounge car 
with table seating or visit the bistro car for a limited menu of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages, snacks and more. We arrive in Seattle mid-morning 
and make our way to our centrally-located hotel and have the afternoon at leisure. Explore Pike Place Market, Belltown, and downtown Seattle, and soak 
up the unique atmosphere of The Emerald City, before boarding the local Skytrain system to the airport for our Alaska Airlines flight north to Fairbanks. 
We normally chase the setting sun on this flight so enjoy the view! As we take our first step onto Alaskan soil, our coach meets us at the airport and drives 
us to our centrally-located hotel to check in for the next two nights. 
Overnight: Regency Fairbanks Hotel or similar, Fairbanks (B)

DAY 3 ●	Friday	19th	July:	FAIRBANKS
After breakfast at the hotel, enjoy a day at leisure to settle in, acclimatise and exploring Fairbanks. The city’s central location makes it the focal point for 
the tiny villages scattered throughout the surrounding wilderness. Fairbanks is a staging point for North Slope villages such as Barrow and the oil fields 
of Prudhoe Bay, yet it still retains its frontier feel. Fairbanks is called “the Golden Heart of Alaska”, a reference to the character of her people as much as 
to the location in Alaska’s interior, and to the discovery of gold in 1902. Because it’s just over 300km south of the Arctic Circle, during our stay the night 
will be very short indeed. You may feel up to a visit to the Pioneer Park, a heritage theme park where there are museums, an old ship and an old-time 
saloon. You might also be able to ride the narrow-gauge Tanana Valley Railroad in the park with the historic (built 1899) H.K. Porter steam locomotive 
(depending on its reopening date).
Overnight: Regency Fairbanks Hotel or similar, Fairbanks (B)

DAY 4 ●	Saturday	20th	July:	FAIRBANKS	-	ANCHORAGE
Today, after breakfast at the hotel, we board the premier train of the Alaska Railroad, the Denali Star. We’ll travel south all the way to Anchorage in our 
luxury Gold Star accommodation. A large upper-deck open-air balcony allows an excellent 360-degree vista and great photo opportunities. Traversing 
mountain passes, ancient glacial river valleys, and ever-changing stretches of colour-drenched landscapes, the stunning scenery the Denali National Park 
offers will make this 12-hour train journey a lifetime memory. At just over six million acres, Denali National Park is one of the world’s greatest wild animal 
preserves. The animals roam freely, protected from hunting, in a region dominated by the continent’s tallest mountain, Mount McKinley (which we might 
see in the afternoon if the sky is clear). Today, we may spot moose, caribou, dall sheep, grizzly bears, wolves or any of the hundreds of other species that 
call the area home. We arrive in Anchorage at 8pm and check in to our centrally-located hotel for the next three nights.
Overnight: Anchorage Grand Hotel or similar, Anchorage

DAY	5	–	Sunday	21st	July:	ANCHORAGE	-	WHITTIER
This morning after breakfast we make a round trip to Whittier on the Glacier Discovery. This exceptional train travels from Anchorage south along 
Turnagain Arm. Today we will have the opportunity to visit Whittier for another glacier and wildlife cruise in Prince William Sound, or head to Spencer 
Lake for canoe tours, rafting, and hiking. As an option, you can choose to continue into the alpine regions of the Chugach Mountains for scenic tours of 
Grandview, the tunnel section, and the historic loop district. Later in the afternoon, we re-board the Glacier Discovery for the return journey to Anchorage 
and enjoy an evening at leisure.
Overnight: Anchorage Grand Hotel or similar, Anchorage

DAY 6 ●	Monday	22th	July:	ANCHORAGE	
Enjoy your day exploring Anchorage at your leisure. Today is a free day in Anchorage to explore at your own pace. For the railfans we hope to be able to 
offer a visit to the main Alaska Railroad workshops during the day if we can obtain permission for this
Overnight: Anchorage Grand Hotel or similar, Anchorage

Lake Pichola, Udaipur

Juneau



DAY 7 ●	Tuesday	23th	July:	ANCHORAGE	–	SEWARD
Today, we embark on a round trip from Anchorage to Seward on the Coastal Classic train, a local favourite that winds through this stretch of wilderness. A 
string of massive glaciers visible from the track enriches the journey before the fantastic climb up Moose Pass, which has superb views. This train travels 
to the shores of Resurrection Bay, main getaway to the magnificent Kenai Fjords National Park. As we descend towards Seward, enjoying the Gold Star 
service in the train, we will pass Kenai Lake. The stunning turquoise blue colour of this 16 mile-long lake is a result of sunlight striking suspended glacial 
silt in the water. On arrival in Seward we board a catamaran for a fantastic Kenai Fjords tour and hope for some really close encounters with the local 
wildlife! Watch for humpback and orca whales, sea lions, otters, harbour seals and more. Later in the afternoon, we board the Coastal Classic for the 
return journey to Anchorage, enjoying the natural beauty of south central Alaska.
Overnight: Anchorage Grand Hotel or similar, Anchorage

DAY	8	●	Wednesday	24th	July:	ANCHORAGE	–	JUNEAU
This morning after breakfast we fly with Alaska Airlines from Anchorage to Juneau, the Alaskan capital city. The flight takes around one hour and forty 
minutes. Upon arrival, we make our way to our centrally-located hotel and have a free afternoon in Juneau. Located in the Tongass Rainforest, the area 
is known for its lush terrain and vibrant wildflowers. Take a trip up the Mount Roberts tramway and enjoy the stunning views from way above Juneau 
and you’ll almost certainly get to see some of the majestic bald eagles flying around this area. Explore the city and its dome-less Capitol Building, the 
Governor’s Mansion and Douglas Island, and don’t miss the Red Dog bar for dinner in the evening for a real authentic Juneau experience.
Overnight: Westmark Baranof Hotel, Juneau (B)

DAY 9 ●	Thursday	25th	July:	JUNEAU	–	SKAGWAY		
Today after breakfast we take the Alaska Marine Highway “Catamaran” and sail from Juneau to Skagway via Haines. The journey takes around seven 
hours and should allow great views of the surrounding mountains and the lush Tongass National Forest. We arrive in Skagway in the afternoon, and 
check in to the Westmark Inn for the next four nights, which is right in the centre of town and only a very short walk from the station and the shops. The 
rest of the day is at leisure. The local Skagway Brewing Company does great food and drink, and we also recommend the popular Starfire restaurant 
and its delicious Thai food.
Overnight: Westmark Inn, Skagway (B) 

DAY 10 ●	Friday	26th	July:	SKAGWAY	STEAM	
Today we ride the regular Skagway - Fraser steam train with a packed lunch included. Baldwin Steam loco 73 should be the power and this locomotive 
makes a fine sight and sound climbing the terrific grades up towards the Summit and beyond into Canada. We will turn on the loop just south of Fraser 
station for the awesome decent back into Skagway. 
Overnight: Westmark Inn, Skagway (B) 

DAY 11 – Saturday 27th July: SKAGWAY   
Today is a free day in Skagway and gives everyone a chance to explore this amazing town, highly recommended is the peace and tranquillity of the walk 
to Smugglers Cove, you may even see whales from there. There are plenty of activities to check out once in town.
Overnight: Westmark Inn, Skagway (B) 

DAY 12 ●	Sunday	28th	July:	SKAGWAY	–	CARCROSS
Today, we will leave early on train No.1 which runs the full length of the Bennett Scenic Railway from Skagway to Carcross in Canada. The world-famous 
narrow-gauge White Pass & Yukon Route Railroad promises an unforgettable sightseeing tour along the eastern side of the White Pass as we follow the 
steps of early gold seekers. This iron trail was built over 100 years ago through some of the North’s most rugged terrain.  As we leave Skagway, the steep 
climb really starts and we pass the small stops at Denver and Glacier where hikers leave and join the train. As we pass through the wooded areas, keep 
your eyes peeled for bears; small cubs can occasionally be seen clinging to the trees as the train passes by. At Gulch we pass the old disused cantilever 
bridge and then approach the summit, which is the US/Canadian border. A hearty boxed lunch will be served onboard as the train travels the length of 
Lake Bennett and arrives in the small town of Carcross, YT. On arrival, we will enjoy some free time in Canada before returning to Skagway. We have an 
early evening arrival back in the town, and time at leisure.
Overnight: Westmark Inn, Skagway (B)

DAY 13 ●	Monday	29th	July:	SKAGWAY	-	WHITEHORSE
Today is a free morning in Skagway and then very sadly we say goodbye to this magical little town which we have been privileged to stay in for four days. 
We take the mid day train to Fraser where we do an easy transfer onto a connecting bus to Whitehorse where we spent one night.
Overnight: Days Inn Whitehorse or similar, Whitehorse (B) 

Day 14 ●	Tuesday	30th	July:	WHITEHORSE	-	DEPARTURE	
The final day today and there may be time to visit the Copperbelt Railway where narrow gauge Austrian built locomotives pull tourist trains around the 
woods. Or possibly ride the diesel powered vintage tram car from Lisbon along the waterfront. A mid-day transfer to Whitehorse airport precedes our 
return flights back home, via Vancouver.
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WHAT’S INCLUDED
• 13-nights accommodation in comfortable, centrally-

located hotels 
• Meals as mentioned in the itinerary
• Luxury chartered coach, with luggage transport 

throughout the tour
• Comprehensive sightseeing with expert local guides 

and our tour leader
• All excursions and entrance fees to attractions, as 

listed in the itinerary 
• Gold Star upgrade on Denali Star and Coastal Classic trains

WHAT WE DON’T INCLUDE

• International flights
• Airport transfers on arrival and departure
• Meals and services not mentioned in itinerary
• All other personal expenses such as drinks, phone 

calls, laundry services, camera fees where applicable
• Excursions listed as optional and extra in the brochure 

Bear in Alaska



SOME PLACES YOU’LL STAY
Hand-picked	hotels	and	resorts	based	on	location,	customer	feedback,	value	and	atmosphere.

Westmark	Inn,	Skagway Westmark	Baranof	Hotel	or	similar,	Juneau

SUGGESTED	FLIGHTS	
We	have	suggested	flights	for	this	itinerary	depending	on	your	departure	point	from	Australia,	any	preferred	stopovers	en-route	and/or	your	planned	pre-	and	
post-tour	activities.	We	can	also	investigate	your	preferred	airline	and	offer	you	a	solution	based	on	connection	times	and	prices.	Contact	1300	800	977	to	

discuss	your	options.	
 

HOW	TO	BOOK
Download	a	booking	form	from	our	website	and	follow	the	easy	steps	to	getting	on	board.		Alternatively,	contact	Railway	Adventures	on	1300	800	977	or	at	

info@railwayadventures.com	if	you’d	prefer	a	form	be	sent	to	you.	Complete	the	form	and	submit	it,	along	with	your	$1000	pp	deposit	to	secure	your	place	on	
the	tour.	

 
DETAILS	SUBJECT	TO	CHANGE

We	endeavour	to	have	all	the	details	of	our	tours	correct	at	the	time	of	printing.		However,	sometimes	factors	beyond	our	control	may	affect	the	final	inclusions	
and	prices.	These	factors	may	include,	but	not	be	limited	to;	significant	fluctuations	in	currency	exchange	rates,	individual	hotel/restaurant	decisions	that	may	
affect	bookings,	weather	events	forcing	a	change	of	itinerary,	unexpected	trackwork	on	rail	lines,	unexpected	closure	of	site	attractions	and	so	forth.	Therefore,	
items	mentioned	in	the	brochure	such	as	quoted	prices,	hotels	and	inclusions	are	subject	to	change.	If	a	change	is	imposed	on	us,	we	will	endeavour	to	ensure	

the	substitute	is	of	the	same	quality	that	you’ve	paid	for.	

TOUR	PACE	/	LEVEL	OF	FITNESS:
Our	 itineraries	are	designed	 to	make	 the	most	of	each	destination,	so	a	 reasonable	amount	of	activity	 is	built	 into	most	days,	which	 is	why	we	call	 them	
adventures.	Our	philosophy	is	to	offer	you	the	best	experience	possible,	while	leaving	you,	our	guest,	the	flexibility	to	pace	yourself	and	choose	how	much	or	

how	little	you	want	to	do.	Each	Railway	Adventures	tour	incorporates	periods	of	free	time	for	your	own	exploration	and	relaxation.	
While	you	don’t	need	to	be	a	‘gym	junkie’,	a	reasonable	level	of	fitness	is	required	for	most	of	our	tours.	The	ability	to	manage	your	own	luggage,	get	on	and	off	
all	manner	of	trains	and	coaches,	walk	for	extended	periods,	stand	comfortably,	and	climb	steps	and	stairs	will	ensure	you	get	the	maximum	enjoyment	from	

your	adventure.		

ADDITIONAL	TRAVEL	ARRANGEMENTS
In	addition	to	assisting	with	flight	suggestions	and	bookings,	we	can	also	give	you	some	ideas	of	what	you	could	do	before	and	after	your	Railway	Adventure.		

We	can	also	organise	your	all-important	Travel	Insurance	for	you.		Call	our	office	on	1300	800	977	if	you	would	like	to	discuss	options.
  

TERMS	AND	CONDITIONS
For	more	information	on	factors	such	as	travel	 insurance	requirements,	fitness	levels,	fees	and	charges,	tour	cancellations,	payment	schedules	and	so	on,	

please	refer	to	our	Terms	and	Conditions,	which	accompany	the	booking	form.		They	can	also	be	found	on	our	website

PRICE Per person twin share............................................ $6,585
Single supplement ................................................. $1,565

Deposit (per person)   .............................$1,000	at	time	of	booking
Final payment due by .................................................17th May 2019



THE RAILWAY ADVENTURES STORY
Railway Adventures, launched in 2012 by well-known Australian TV personality and self-confessed rail fan, 
Scott McGregor, has entertained and enlightened more than 1200 travellers on over 100 tours from Sweden 
to Sri Lanka, Tasmania to Transylvania, Britain to Burma, Venice to Vietnam and all manner of adventures in 
our own wonderful country. New tours are launched regularly, inspired by new trains, new routes and what our 
travellers are telling us they want— travelling by train in a small group of like-minded people to some of the 
world’s most fascinating destinations. A lifelong passion for travel has taken Scott to scores of countries and 
his preference for rail has seen him exploring many of the world’s great train journeys, confirming his belief 
that the most relaxing, romantic and engaging way to see a country is by rail.  

Denali	National	Park
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